2011 WACH MEETING
Minutes
To start:
 Jason Schofield discussed the opportunity for each and any team to sell tickets to Avalanche Games as a fundraiser.  Each member of a Women’s team can sell tickets for $10 each or can sell for more to make money.  Only hockey teams can use this fundraiser and only members can sell the tickets.  Any individual can purchase tickets.  This is a great fundraiser for any Women’s team. If you have any questions, please contact Jason at:
 jschofield@pepsicenter.com
Meeting brought to order at 10:16 am.
Roll Call: Secretary Mickey Sajbel.
A1:
Aspen Mother Puckers – present 
Colorado Select – not present 
Colorado Springs Tigers – not present
Mavericks – present 
Rocky Mountain Lynx – present 
University of Colorado – present 
A2:
Black Dogs – present 
Bliss – present
Breckenridge Blizzard – present  
Denver Bandits – present 
DU Pioneers – not present 
Northern Colorado Comets – present 
Steamboat Chix with Stix – present
Synergy – not present 
Vail Breakaways – present 
B1:
Colorado College – not present 
DWHL Renegades – no team (does exist as of Saturday, August 20th)
Felons – no team
Ice Monkeys – not participating this season
Silverwolves – present
B2:
Arapahoe Chill – present 
DWHL Spitfires – present 
Fort Collins Flames – present 
Timberwolves – present 
Women on the Edge – present 
Independent:
Western State College – not present
Mountain:
Aspen MP2 – present 
Craig Puck Ewes – present 
Down Valley Divas – present 
Fatty’s Fury – present 
Glenwood Springs Ice Queens – not present
Slick Chicks – not present
Steamboat Bobcats – present 
Steamboat Storm – present 
Vail Twin Peaks – present 
Violent Femmes – present 
New teams:
Greeley Growlers - present  
Colorado State University – present
Team X – present 
Director’s Report: Hilary
Hilary started out by saying that she appreciated all the effort put forth by the teams that held the season end tournaments.  Congratulations to the division winners:
A1: Colorado Springs Jr.  Tigers
A2: Angry Beavers
B2: Arapahoe Chill
Mountain: Vail Twin Peaks.
She also wanted to thank the hosting teams: 
A1: Aspen MotherPuckers
A2: Vail Breakaways
B2: DWHL Spitfires
Mountain: Aspen MP2’s
Issues:
CHIRA, which is in charge of the referees, had a meeting with WACH representatives, to set up a contract for the 2010-2011 WACH season.  The Executive Director signed this contract.  The Women’s Association is a different organization because most others pay up front for referees, but not WACH.  Hilary was supposed to be the only communicator with CHIRA to receive and look over the schedule.  Emails came about from CHIRA concerning Jo contacting them and they wanted to terminate the contract.  At this point, Jo was removed from the board.
Jo chimed in about Ron Groothedde and what a good job he has done with his multiple jobs.  WACH received overbilling by the scheduler and did not communicate that with Ron.  In the contract, WACH had a $25 fine to add a game within 5 days or less prior to adding it. Jo felt that other teams were not charged this, therefore why is the WACH?  She also spoke about the extra games that were charged for the tournaments.  Jo stated that she only had the best interest of the league, but the communication was not good.
Hilary answered that CHIRA will give us referees if Jo is no longer on the board and Hilary is the only contact.
WACH is governed by USA Hockey and under this umbrella falls CAHA, represented by John Dohner.
If mistakes are made about the amount of games, the cost will be rolled into the next month.
Calvin stated that USA Hockey Certified referees are needed for the U19 games to be certified.
Hilary stated the drastic measures were taken and we need referees to be covered by USA Hockey.  These USA Hockey referees are covered by CHIRA for the cost.
We will be voting for a new treasurer and will have referees for the games.
WACH Rule Change:  
2.2 TEAM REGISTRATION:
A team can roster however many players this season.  
All WACH member teams will pay annual league dues in the amount of $85.00 per team. Annual dues will be used to fund Pointstreak expenses including, the annual tournament and all administrative costs such as; non-profit taxes, meeting expenses, banking surcharges (bill pay, online invoicing, website, etc.). 
The rule was approved and there were no oppositions
WACH Bylaw Changes:
Section 5.3 SUSPENSION/APPEALS COMMITTEE:
The committee for suspensions/appeals is heard by another board that is chosen from the WACH board, the team and the two representatives for this committee.  Can this be from any player or only the team manager?  The team representative can only post.  The whole purpose of this bylaw is the transparency for clarification.
A. Chair: Secretary.
B. Members: Secretary, Executive Director, Treasurer, Assistant Director and Registrar.
C. Duties: Hears and rules on all suspensions and appeals within ten (10) days of written notification.   .
D. Team representatives will contact the WACH Board and determine the wording of postings and appeals.
E. All decisions and rulings will be posted on the WACH website within 72 hours of becoming official.
F. All offenses and fines will be posted on the WACH website within 7 days of occurrence.
G. After final decisions, then names, teams and/or players, and relevant details will be posted on the WACH web site.
Approved: Willow Murphy from the Vail Breakaways
Second: Jennifer Rieske from Team X
Oppositions: none 
Section 8 – LEAGUE TOURNAMENTS – PLAYER ELIGIBILITY
The exceptions can be appealed to the board about new teams and freshmen from College teams. 
SECTION 8 – LEAGUE TOURNAMENT (formerly, ARTICLE XI) - PLAYER ELIGIBILITY
A registered player must have participated in a minimum of six- (6) regular season league games with their current team to be eligible to play. Under extenuating circumstances a team or player may appeal to the Executive Board for exception. Extenuating circumstances are for players who were registered and played 1 full season with the same team the same team the previous year.
Exceptions to the 6 game rules will be: that qualify for an exception:
-Player incurs an extended and lengthy physical injury, pregnancy and military obligation.
-Extended personal crisis which causes the player to be physically unavailable for her team's games.  
Travel, short term injury or illness, family emergencies which do not involve long term attention, work commitments, do not qualify for an exception waiver 
Approved: Nancy Namuth from Fort Collins Flames
Second: Laure Silverstein from Down Valley Divas
Oppositions: none
Section 3.1 ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING
The annual meeting of the Members (or current WACH teams from the preceding season) shall be held on the 3rd Saturday of the month of August or such a date and/or time may be designated from time to time by the Executive Board.
Can Skype a team for a meeting if the representative cannot make the meeting. Carissa will look into teleconference for absent teams.  The problem with this is that it can cause issues because the representative that is through teleconferencing cannot be heard because of the volume of the representatives at the meeting.
Approved: Nancy Namuth from Fort Collins Flames
Second: Laure Silverstein from Down Valley Divas
Oppositions: none
Section 3.3 PLACE OF MEETINGS
When the meeting is held on Sunday, the drive back to Denver is a pain; therefore the proposed bylaw needs to be changed. 
The annual meeting will be held in the Denver Metro area every other year beginning 2012-2013 season, and in the mountain area (preferably in the Summit County/Vail Valley) alternating.
Second: Laure Silverstein from Down Valley Divas
Oppositions: 5 noted from Mountain teams
Section 4.3 INELIGIBLE PLAYERS Part C
Forfeit of the games, the ineligible player plays in and a $50.00 fine per game.
Approved (to strike): Nancy Namuth from Fort Collin Flames
Second: Margo Cuttitta from Aspen MP2  
Section 4.5 REMOVAL
This bylaw was discussed and the changes were opposed due to covering these issues in other bylaws.
Opposition: SyRae Weikle from Black Dogs
Second: Gayle Crisell from Craig Puck Ewes
Initially there needs to be a thorough thread of emails anyway, therefore this would not be a problem. 
Section 5.4 Playing Rules, Part C
The Home Team shall provide warm-up pucks for both teams.
No opposition was made.
Section 6.3.K Safety – Major Penalty Suspensions
Any player given a five minute penalty for fighting will be suspended for the following game according to USA Hockey rules.
Approved: Lizzie Stoll from CU
Second: Nancy Namuth from Fort Collins Flames
Opposition: 1
A 2 and 10 minute misconduct does not count as a Game Suspension.  A “Game” suspension will be called by a referee.  A 5 minute major penalty, for fighting, from USA Hockey, states that a 5 minute major is given, as well as a Game Misconduct.  A referee can make calls even after the game is over.  They do not need to be on the ice.
SECTION 8 – LEAGUE TOURNAMENT (formerly, ARTICLE XI)
HOSTING GUIDELINES
A. Host Team. The host team for the tournament shall be determined on a bid basis with teams submitting the following information: 
i. Ice Arena(s) to be used 
ii. Available Ice time 
iii. Number of game times available 
iv. Approximate fee to be charged *** All tournament fees shall be based on ice time, referees, and scorekeepers divided by the number of teams. No other costs may be included***
v. Names of the tournament directors and their experience 
vi. Proposed dates 
vii. Available housing/cost 
The host team will be chosen considering the above criteria and when that team last hosted the tournament.
Approved: Becky Greengas from Firebirds
Second: SyRae Weikle from Black Dogs
Opposed: none
The costs should be broken down, according to Lizzie Stoll from CU.  Included in this budget is the charge for ice, referees, and scorekeepers, but not for miscellaneous costs that a hosting team feels they should not afford.
Associate Director’s Report: Lee
Lee stated that the teams need to have their representative contact her about Stats on pointstreak if there are any problems.  We use the honor system, so please uphold it. The team representative can change the roster on pointstreak, but cannot change game information. Lee discussed why forfeit is listed on the teams’ rosters.
If there are any scheduling issues, please get them to Lee electronically through email. On the schedule spreadsheet, please include the Team name.  You can change the header.  She would like to have them as soon as possible, so that she can complete them by Labor Day Weekend.
The Mountain Division has a new question on the questionnaire, so please reply.
Treasurer’s Report: Jo
Only one team has an outstanding balance and is delinquent of a payment.  She has sent out 2 emails and no reply has come back from Western State, but it is the summer.  
She passed out a report to any and all teams about the financials of the 2010-2011 season.
WACH is thinking about adding PayPal as an option.  The charge will be 2.3% fee to use it because we are a 501.C3, non-profit organization. The normal fee is 3%.  If WACH chooses to use this, all money will come in and out and no one will touch it.  All of the transactions will be visible through electronic transactions.
We are currently paying $200/year through Billpay.  The treasurer needs to talk to the bank so see if they can get rid of this fee or reduce the cost.
CAHA Grant:
The grant was not requested in time; therefore we may not get it this upcoming season.  We needed to write the district to get a grant.
Lastly, $50 gift cards were given to the existing 5 board members as a thank you.
Registrar’s Report: Dawn
There was not much change in this last season.  A thank you was given to diligent teams about rostering and information that was updated in a timely manner.
When rostering an individual, please put in their full name, not a nickname, through USA Hockey and WACH.
It will be easier to roster individuals this upcoming year.  The communication is good.  We ask that roster additions be put in on by the 1st and 15th to help out the registrar.  The roster needs to be completed by either the Wednesday of the same week or preferably the week before.
Website Report: Carissa 
To the website committee, a big thank you needs to be given.  There have been multiple ideas and emails given about the new website.
Team representatives are responsible for their own team and they are given a Username and Password to complete this. They can use this on the website instead of their personal information.  The password is same log-in for putting in your USA confirmation numbers and setting up direct e-mail access to their WACH team e-mail accounts.
Any team representative can email the board of Carissa about changing the team contact info.
wachboard@wachhockey.com  (which includes Carissa)
admin@wachhockey.com (which goes directly to Carissa)
She has talked to USA Hockey and needs to contact Pointstreak.  Everyone can log in at the bottom of the home page on the WACH website.
No rostering has been done yet.  You need to put in the USA hockey number this year, when rostering an individual. This program is identity threat friendly.  You do not need to put in birthdates and phone numbers of players, if they prefer not to.
When submitting to the registrar, put P for players and PC for players/coaches.  There will be 1 file uploaded/team. She will send out the log in info and then the process will be sent out.
Look on both Pointstreak and WACH rosters on the 1st and the 15th.  You can still email the register about new players.
The team contacts need to submit their phone numbers, so that another team contact can reach them in case of an emergency.
Other team websites have been linked to their names on the WACH webpage.  Pointstreak is on the webpage also.
Open Board Positions: Hilary
 A. Executive Director
	1. Hilary McNeish
	Nominated by Lee
B. Registrar
	1. Dawn Vranas
	Nominated by Becky
C. Treasurer
	1. Janelle Korbas
	Nominated by Nancy
The Treasurer position will be for 1 year only.
Move to vote on this slate of Officers by Lee.  It was seconded by Mickey.

New teams:

1) Greeley Growlers – Diane Bend
Nominated into the B2 division
Rink-Mountain States Ice Arena - Greeley, CO
Procured ice time on the weekends around 7pm on Saturday and Sunday am also for teams that will travel.

2) Colorado State University – Rams
A1 division
Plays in ACHA also, which includes CU
If CSU plays CU in this division, then these games can also be included as WACH games
Rink-EPIC in Fort Collins
WACH is a priority this year.

3) Team X
B1 division
Replacing the Felons
Combining the Renegades and the Felons (at this Point in the season)
Rink- YMCA in Lafayette
Ice time- 10:30 pm on Saturdays

4) Western State
B1 division
Located in Gunnison, CO

5) DWHL Firebirds
Combining Firebirds and the DWHL Spitfires
Share Friday ice time
(Later note: After tryouts, DWHL decided that they had a B1 and a B2 team; B1 Renegades and B2 Spitfires, just like last year.)

6) University of Wyoming
A2 division
Located in Laramie, WY

Divisions:

A1: (7)
Aspen Motherpuckers
CSU Rams (new)
Mavericks
Rocky Mountain Lynx
CU Buffs
Colorado Springs Tigers
Colorado Select

A2: (10)
DU Pioneers
University of Wyoming (new)
Black Dogs
Bliss
Breckenridge Blizzard
Denver Bandits
Northern Colorado Comets
Steamboat Chix with Stix
Synergy
Vail Breakaways

B1: (5)
Colorado College
Silverwolves
Arapahoe Chill
Team X (new)
Western State (new)

B2: (6)
DWHL Firebirds
DWHL Spitfires
Greeley Growlers (new)
Fort Collins Flames
Timberwolves
WOE

Mountain: (10)
Aspen MP2
Craig Puck Ewes
Down Valley Divas
Fatty’s Fury
Glenwood Springs Ice Queens
Slick Chicks
Steamboat Bobcats
Steamboat Storm
Vail Twin Peaks
Violent Femmes

In regards to numbers, would any A2 teams either move to A1 or B1?
Breakaways- do not want to move
Black Dogs- do not want to move
Bandits- do not want to move
Chix- wants to stay in A2
Bliss (Glenwood) - wants to stay in A2
Solution to the season end tournament might be to take 8 teams in any division that has 10 teams in it.  The teams can either opt out or be determined by seeding.

Tournaments:
Hosting teams:
A2 – Breckenridge Blizzard or Steamboat Chix with Stix
Mountain – Fatty’s Fury
A1 – Colorado Select 
B1 - Silverwolves
B2 – Timberwolves
	Can play at World Arena and Sertich
Honnen is closing in Mar/Apr for maintenance
Angry Beavers are not playing this year, so ice is available at 7 pm on Friday/Saturday at Foothills.  WOE wants it and is trying to get this ice time.
The teams that want to host the tournaments have the same deadline as last year.  They need to let the WACH board know by November 1st.
The hosting teams need to look into and submit:
1) Rules
2) Rink Managers – large blocks of ice including no zamboni time or make a deal with the teams
3) Tournament Director
4) Ballpark figure of cost
5) Hotels
6) Weekend Dates
Thank yous:
1) Carissa by Hilary
2) Attendance by Hilary
3) Jo for her good work by Lee
4) Jo from WOE

Potluck:
Hang out and talk if anyone wants to.

Meeting adjourned at 1:05 pm









 

